English Curriculum

At Rachel Madocks we are committed to developing English skills that are made up through communication and reading and writing, these are delivered through a clear,
consistent, whole school approach that lends itself to our pathway's. We celebrate communication at an early developmental stage through enabling our learners to build on
responsive reactions that can be shown through facial expressions, physical responses and noise making. Students begin to build on this by using various communication aids
such as picture exchange, symbols, aided language boards, PEC's, Makaton and communication books to communicate for varying purposes such as o request, comment and
describe. English at Rachel Madocks supports learners to gain meaning through their environment, for example, objects of reference and object cues, both visual and
tactile, photos, pictures, symbols and words. This is how reading is delivered through our school and for some students, they begin to read words that will enable them to
read books, instructions, social sight words and newspapers. Writing for many of our students begins with mark making, developing finger control before mark making with
different tools. For some, they may begin to write isolated letters, their names or words that are purposeful to them, this may be in handwritten form or via using a

ﬂmenﬁon- What we want to achieve and why we do what we do \

\compu‘rer. For learners writing at a higher level, they use writing to describe pictures, retell stories, write their own instructions and shopping lists. /

(Implemen'raﬂon - How do we achieve this through our learning and curriculum and how we do it

All students are assessed according to our Rachel Madocks Pathways, where targets are set and delivered according to the individual needs of the learners. English targets
may be taught through the curriculum or as isolated lessons, this primarily happens as students work through the upper school. Individual tfargets are taught in a number of
different ways over a period of time to show progression in areas such as prompt, fluency, maintenance and generalisation. Teachers show evidence of the students working
on their targets through our Evidence for Learning platform. In addition, teachers will assess students termly to measure where progress has been made in each of the
individual targets. Pupil progress meetings enables teachers to meet with senior management to look at the progress made and ways to support students where progress has
not been met. For example, looking at different ways of teaching the target to support the needs of that particular student.

~
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Impact - What can we achieve through this and what is the end result

~

Students will begin to show voluntary responses to the world around them that become more consistent to familiar and new activities. This can become learnt responses over
periods of time for our students accessing our milestones pathway. This is the beginning stage in which some of our learners start their learning journey of reading and being
able to communicate in their environment. For some students working on standards and levels, they will be able to communicate using the tools listed above to enable them to
build confidence in communicating their wants and needs and finding their own voice. Students become more aware of their environment; for example, objects of reference
and object cues, both visual and tactile, photos, pictures, symbols and words. Building on these literacy skills will enable learners to grow in their independence.
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English Curriculum

Milestone 1: The learner gives a

voluntary response, such as

Learns, to read pictures,
symbols and words. Shows

enjoyment of books before o
understanding the functional
use of books.

Mark makes, builds confidence in
using a tripod grip to mark make
or write words. To label using

symbols to writing/ constructing
own sentences.

stilling, eye movement or a

Milestone 2: The learner
responds in the same way to

vocalisation showing an
awareness that something is

one stimuli consistently.
happening.

Treetop
Students
(Standards)

Land
Students
(Milestones)

Milestone 4: The learner can respond
to options and choices with actions
and gestures. They can remember

To listen to stories for
longer periods and follow
instructions with up to 4
key words.

Milestone 3: The learner realises
that performing a particular action
causes an effect and knows they
did it but does not know how. They
start to show consistent responses
to familiar activities and react to
hew experiences.

To communicate from one key
word up to 4 key words. To
request, comment and describe
using different modes of
communication.

learnt responses over a period of
time and can explore objects and
events for extended periods. They
begin simple problem solving.
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To develop phonic knowledge
or non-phonic learners to
read high frequency words.

To write short familiar
words showing
understanding tfowards
capital letters and
punctuation.

Horizon
Students
(Levels)

Comments and recalls

detail and can predict
what might happen. questions

Can answer blank level 4

English Curriculum

Reading and writing becomes more
functional. Students begins to read and

write shopping lists, invitations, cards
etc.

Develops understanding of
social sight words.

To develop independent
skills in communicating
wants and needs in the
community.

Enjoys a range of fiction and

nonfiction books, newspapers
and magazines for pleasure.
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